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such a recanvass of the demands of the modern man's world as 
has just been mentioned. But this recanvass must be made 
without preconceptions. Its controlling motives must be the 
facts of a situation external to the college and not inherited 
academic superstitions." — Dr. Samuel P. Capen, Educational 
Review, April, 1921. 

Washburn College. — It is interesting and important to learn 
from the report of the American Association of University 
Professors on conditions in Washburn College, that Professor 
J. E. Kirkpatrick, who was summarily dismissed from Washburn 
College two years ago, was innocent of any act which could 
warrant the action taken by the trustees of the institution. It 
is also very significant to learn that one of the chief reasons for 
his dismissal was his effort to liberalize a peculiarly reactionary 
and stupid administration. But the most significant thing about 
the report is the fact that this committee of the Association has 
discovered that there is something more fundamentally wrong 
in our colleges and universities than the lack of academic freedom 
and irregular procedure in the dismissal of professors. It has 
discovered that an irresponsible system administered by an auto- 
cratic executive demands attention. Of course it was inevitable 
that the Professors' Association should come into conflict with 
the system and question the theory upon which it is based. Surely, 
now that the situation has so clearly come to light, the community 
will find a way to amend it. We do not believe that an American 
college community will remain helpless before an administration 
which has been so conclusively proved to be incompetent, auto- 
cratic, unreliable, treacherous, and dishonest. — The Review. 



